
be planting trees at Circle Creek 
Conservation Center or removing 
ivy and yellow flag iris from the 
Skipanon River by canoe. It all 
depends on what the stewardship 
team deems a high priority for 
conservation, and what projects could 

Summer stewardship is in 
full swing at North Coast Land 
Conservancy, with Weed Warrior 
Wednesdays making a return and 
volunteers once again able to mingle, 
talk and laugh with one another 
outdoors while completing hands-
on projects that contribute to coastal 
conservation. 

Weed Warrior Wednesdays were 
introduced in 2016 to supplement 
NCLC’s other stewardship activities. 
Unlike On the Land events that are 
planned months in advance, Weed 
Warrior Wednesdays enable NCLC 
to have a more fluid and flexible 
response to stewardship needs. 

That means during the course of 
the program, which runs through 
September, volunteers are sometimes 
pulling knotweed at Necanicum 
Forest. Another week, it might 

 

Summer Field SeaSon “a Homecoming”
Volunteers take on policeman’s helmet at Circle Creek Conservation Center during a Weed Warrior Wednesday this summer. 

nclc SeekS accreditation renewal

use a few extra hands.  
In 2020, Weed Warrior 

Wednesdays went on hiatus because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
although NCLC continued to rely on 
a core group of volunteers, dubbed 
Seasoned (continued on page 3)

North Coast Land Conservancy 
is in the process of renewing its 
national accreditation, which 
demonstrates the organization’s 
commitment to meeting standards 
of quality for protecting important 
natural places and working lands 
forever. 

The Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission, an independent 
program of the Land Trust Alliance, 
conducts an extensive review of each 
applicant’s policies and programs.

“Accreditation may not sound 
that exciting on the surface, but 
it signifies something of infinite 
value to NCLC: 
public trust,” NCLC 
executive director 
Katie Voelke says. 
“It demonstrates 
our commitment to professional 
excellence and uncompromising 
standards, and gives a small insight 
into the caliber we strive for as 
individual (continued on page 2)

Connectivity takes forefront in coastal conservation!inSide
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Anita Kunin was turning 90 this 
year. In honor of the occasion, her 
son Bill was seeking the perfect gift.

While searching online to see 
if funds were being raised for 
conservation of the coast ranges 
around Seaside, he serendipitously 
happened across North Coast Land 
Conservancy’s Rainforest Reserve 
project as it was nearing completion. 

He suggested to his brothers—
Drew, David and Tim—that donating 
to the project would be a fitting 
gift for their mother, who grew up 
in Oregon, and “they emphatically 
agreed,” Bill says. Their individual 
contributions enabled them to 
invest in an area that has long been 
meaningful to both them and her.

“Seaside was very much a part of 
my growing up,” Anita says. 

As a child, she spent nearly every 
summer in Seaside, a tradition she 
continued with her sons. 

She fondly remembers hiking on 

Tillamook Head and in Oswald West 
State Park, crabbing in Nehalem 
Bay and picking wild blackberries. 
On one of their summer visits, they 
witnessed logging on Tillamook 
Head, an experience Bill found 
disturbing. 

“These ancient forests seemed so 
precious, and their harvest seemed a 
sacrilege,” he says.

The long-term vision of the 
Feldenheimer family is one he sees 
reflected in the Rainforest Reserve 
project, and it helped inspire their 
gift—which they presented to Anita 
at a surprise birthday party in New 
York City in May. All of her sons, 
plus two grandchildren and two 
daughters-in-law, showed up for a 
birthday dinner.

“It was a huge surprise,” Anita 
says. “And I loved the present they 
got me.”

Read the full story at NCLCtrust.
org/kunin-family-donation/.

nclc HireS 
StewardSHiP 
aSSiStant

accreditation
(continued from page 1)
staff members and an organization.”

NCLC was first granted 
accreditation in 2016—before 
the organization had even started 
campaigning for the proposed 
Rainforest Reserve. At that point, the 

application had to be submitted as a 
hard copy. 

“I remember putting together and 
mailing a package of papers that 
weighed a whopping 24 pounds,” 
Katie says. “It’s crazy to think it’s 
been five years since that time, and 
we are now undergoing the same 

rigorous process. At least it’s digital 
this time. That’s like $150 in postage 
saved.”

A public comment section was 
conducted throughout June and July. 
The entire renewal process can take 
several months, but it’s expected to 
be finished in February 2022. 

The Kunin family gathers in New York City for a surprise birthday party for 
matriarch Anita’s 90th birthday.

SUPPORTER PROFILE

This spring, North Coast Land 
Conservancy brought on Morgan 
Bender-deMoll as a stewardship 
assistant for a short-term contract. 

While he’s with us, Morgan is 
assisting the stewardship team with 
monitoring, managing and tending 
to the organization’s properties 
throughout Tillamook, Clatsop and 
Lincoln counties. 

Over the past several years, 
Morgan’s career has encompassed a 
wide variety of jobs, from working 
as a forestry research assistant and 
wilderness ranger to serving as a 
conservation specialist with Whatcom 
Land Trust and seasonal work with 
the City of Bellingham’s Natural 
Resources Division.

Having grown up in the Manzanita 
and Nehalem area, he sees working 
for NCLC as “coming full circle.” 

Page 2
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the connectivity between the land and 
the sea. 

“The reality is the ocean is part 
of our everyday life,” says Nadia 
Gardner, chairperson of Friends of 
Cape Falcon Marine Reserve. “The 
air we breathe, the water we drink, the 
weather we experience, the wildlife 
we have—it’s all connected to the 
ocean.”

Long-landscape conservation that 
supports functioning ecosystems is 
especially critical in the face of the 
current climate crisis. The keyword is 
resiliency.

“We know the world is changing 
because of climate change; therefore, 
habitats are shifting and animal and 
plant species have to shift with the 
habitat,” Katie says, adding that if 
there is nowhere for that species 
to shift, it’s at risk of disappearing. 
“Creating a long landscape, taking a 
connectivity approach, accounts for all 
the unknown changes through time.”

For North Coast Land 
Conservancy, the concept of 
connectivity has always been part of 
the vision. 

“I think we were born that way: 
Not looking at parcels, not looking 
at species, but looking at systems,” 
Executive Director Katie Voelke says. 

Since the early days, that has 
involved outreach to landowners along 
the Oregon Coast, partnering with 
other agencies and working toward 
goals that positively impact people, 
plants and wildlife on a broad scale. 

This approach to conservation—
often referred to as long-landscape 
conservation or an ecosystem 
approach—is, at its core, “place-
based conservation,” Katie says. It’s 
about identifying what core systems 
or processes need to function on a 
particular habitat reserve and how that 
can ripple out toward the surrounding 
area. 

One key example on the coast is 

cultiVating a ViSion oF connectiVitY

Summer StewardSHiP 
(continued from page 1) 

As North Coast Land 
Conservancy prepares to assume 
management and stewardship of 
the Rainforest Reserve, public 
recreation—including what uses 
will be permitted and where—is 
under consideration.

However, NCLC is not doing 
this planning on its own. Through 
a grant from the National Park 
Service, a team of conservation 
and recreation planning 
specialists are facilitating 
this process with input from 
GreenWood Resources, the Arch 
Cape Water District and other 
partners. 

Over the next year, these 
partners—who own or care for 
areas adjacent to the Rainforest 
Reserve—will help create 
a cohesive, interconnected 
recreation and access plan that 
is user-friendly and provides 
opportunities to the public while 
also protecting ecologically 
sensitive areas.

“The land is connected,” 
Executive Director Katie Voelke 
says. “Those that are caring for 
the land have to be connected 
too.”

nclc, PartnerS 
addreSS recreation 
in tHe rainForeSt 
reSerVe

The Rainforest Reserve will contribute to a coastal conservation corridor 
stretching from summit to sea.

Stewards.
“It was just so different last year, 

and so uncertain,” Land Steward Eric 
Owen says. “I’m thrilled to have more 
open events again.” 

During a Wednesday in early June, 
a small group of volunteers and staff 
were pulling policeman’s helmet 

(Impatiens glandulifera), a non-native 
plant species that thrives in moist 
areas like wetlands. Among them 
was Joyce Hunt, a longtime NCLC 
volunteer. It was her first time back 
at Circle Creek since the start of the 
pandemic, when the property was 
closed to public access. “It feels like 
coming back home,” Joyce says. 

Eric Halperin, another dedicated 

Weed Warrior, also enjoys being out 
in nature and seeing other people 
with consistency.  Moreover, he says, 
“you’re doing something to help 
take care of the earth.” Whether the 
project involves stomping policeman’s 
helmet, planting trees or removing 
purple loosestrife from Wolf’s Bay, he 
said, “Little acts done by individuals 
on a global scale will have an impact.”
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Lately, each day 
feels big with the sense 
of great change on the 
horizon. Like what is 
about to happen will 
affect the future in a 
major way.

At NCLC we’re 
experiencing several important endeavors 
converging at once. Spending the past 
five years almost singularly focused 
on the Rainforest Reserve has created 
this moment in time where I peek out 
of the mossy curtain dripping from the 
tree branches, and I see a new world 
emerging. And in that new world, I see 
NCLC walking the path of a long and 
enlightened journey.  

As we complete our epic purchase of 
the Rainforest Reserve and settle into our 
stewardship of that magical place, we 
will also shift our focus to planning for 
the next five to 10 years.  

This fall and winter, we will dive deep 
into imagining NCLC’s most effective 
future to serve our community in a 
way that ensures plants, fish, wildlife 
and people all thrive. This means new 
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meSSage From tHe eXecutiVe director

things for NCLC in the face of climate 
change, equity injustice, threatened 
water resources, and massive population 
increase in our area. It means leaning 
into our core values in a major way.

We value the interconnectivity of all 
life, but we need to walk this talk even 
more than we already have. We must 
act on behalf of the ocean, because 
conservation doesn’t stop at the land. We 
must act on behalf of the forests, because 
they have the greatest capacity to pull 
carbon from the atmosphere and temper 
climate change. We must act in alliance 
with the diverse cultures that make 
up this nation, our state and our coast, 
because only by working authentically 
with and for each other can we ensure 
a future where we are all empowered 
to act on behalf of our earth. I look so 
forward to walking this path with you!

While most North Coast Land 
Conservancy donors make gifts with cash 
and publicly traded securities, making 
charitable gifts using retirement funds can 
sometimes be more advantageous from a 
tax standpoint.

For example, those who have a regular 
IRA can authorize their IRA administrator 
to directly transfer funds—known as 
an IRA rollover—to a charity such as 
NCLC.

Advantages to this strategy include: the 
amount you transfer will count towards 

your required minimum distribution; the 
amount you transfer will not be taxed—as 
it would be if the IRA funds were paid to 
you; and the IRA transfer is equivalent 
to a charitable deduction because it’s 
subtracted from income.

Another tax-wise way you can make 
a charitable gift from your retirement 
funds is to name NCLC as a beneficiary 
of all or some portion of remaining 
funds. Check with your accountant or tax 
advisor to see if this makes sense for you.

Stay tuned for 
Fall Fungi events!
A Western grisette (Amanita 
pachycolea) emerging among 
the duff and moss on the forest 
floor of Boneyard Ridge. 

retirement FundS: a Smart waY to donate

Helping to conserve
Oregon’s coastal lands, 

forever. 
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    Find us on the web at

nclctrust.org

Stay current and engaged by
following North Coast Land
Conservancy on Facebook

and Instagram
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