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Celebrating 25 Years of Connecting the North Oregon Coast!

Mission Impossible? Not Quite
By Katie Voelke, NCLC Executive Director

“Nature does not hurry, yet everything is accomplished.” —Lao Tzu

L

ately I’ve found myself contemplating the words of Lao Tzu as I look
back at the accomplishments NCLC has had over the past 25 years.
Many skills are needed for meaningful land conservation and stewardship,
and the most essential of those—patience and perseverance—are the
hardest to come by. So many of our success stories seemed, at one point,
impossible: projects where land was conserved only because many people
persevered over months and years.
Circle Creek, for example: What is now NCLC’s home and one of the
largest habitat reserves on the North Coast took about three years,
intervention by the governor, and more than 30 different donors and
grantors contributing a combined $1 million-plus. And Reed Ranch,
north of Gearhart: These 100 acres, a key ecological hub in the coastal
prairie, took more than 15 years and $1 million to conserve.
Today’s “impossible” project is an amazing 160-acre property called Sand
Lake. Located on the rugged and scenic Three Capes Loop in Tillamook
County, Sand Lake is the most pristine estuary left in Oregon. Biologically
rich, estuaries provide more ecosystem services to human beings than any
other systems on earth and are rivaled only by rainforests for their
ecological value. It is rare to have the opportunity (continued on p. 2)

Join the Celebration
in Your Community!
It’s our birthday, and we’re bringing the
party to you! In 2011 we celebrate 25 years
of conservation and stewardship on the
North Coast. Please join your friends and
neighbors at one or more of the celebrations
we have planned in six North Coast
communities this June.

All events from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
For more information
visit www.nclctrust.org
or call (503) 738-9126.

Sand Lake, near Three Capes Loop in Tillamook County

Astoria v June 15
Columbia Room
Clatsop Community College
1651 Lexington Avenue
Cannon Beach v June 16
Cannon Beach
Community Hall
207 N. Spruce Street
Gearhart v June 21
Trails End Art Gallery
656 A Street

Seaside v June 28
Old City Hall Buiding
Corner of Broadway and
Highway 101
Nehalem v June 29
North County Recreation
District Building
36155 9th Street

Warrenton v June 22
Warrenton Community Center
170 S.W. 3rd Street
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NCLC News: Full Color
& Available Online

Y

ou may have noticed a burst of color here
at NCLC’s CoastView newsletter. It’s not
sudden extravagance but a response to changing
times. Locally-owned Seaside Lazerquick has been
taking care of our printing needs since North Coast
Land Conservancy began. As our mailing list has
grown, printing technology has changed. The only
way we could keep our business local, keep printing
on 100% post-consumer recycled paper, and keep
costs within budget was to switch to fullcolor quick-copy printing. We think you’ll agree
that enjoying Neal Maine’s photography in full
color isn’t too much of a hardship.

Our Mission:

The North Coast Land
Conservancy will serve as
a resource for Northwest
Oregon coastal communities
and landowners to conserve
and protect land in perpetuity
for its ecological
and cultural values.
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Neal Maine has discovered a bald eagle nest
in one of the spruce trees in the swamp at
Circle Creek! Find out more in the new NCLC
blog at www.nclctrust.org.
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And by the end of April our new website will
be online! It features an interactive map that links
to photos and information about all of our
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photos and stories from the beautiful northern
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(continued from p. 1) to protect a
large and intact estuarine area
such as Sand Lake, and NCLC
has been working for two years to
accomplish this. A recent site visit
reaffirmed our view of this land as
a high-priority acquisition. Native
estuary marsh plants spanned across
mud flats and tidal channels for as
far as the eye could see. As we
paddled through the tidal channels
deep into the shrubby and forested
area of the property, we were
suddenly startled to see a curious
sea lion raise his nose at our bow,
and then dip below our boat and
swim away. Talk about biodiversity!
With the opportunity to conserve such an amazing property, what could the challenge
possibly be? As with so many projects, it’s funding. Grant funding is one of the most
effective ways a small land trust such as NCLC can secure most of the funds required for
such an acquisition. We have submitted the Sand Lake property acquisition twice for grant
funding and twice been denied. The reason: “The property is not under imminent threat and
does not need restoration.”
That is exactly what makes it a perfect property for conservation protection! It makes
tremendous sense, ecologically and economically, to protect land before it is threatened,
before it needs tens of thousands of dollars worth of restoration. The costs of protection are
repaid over and over again by an ecosystem continuing to function at its highest level.
“Work for the best, not against a threat” is a mantra that has served NCLC well for 25 years.
After our latest funding rejection, acquisition of Sand Land estuary may seem impossible. But
I have seen the impossible happen, and I know that it can happen here as well. Wish us luck
in protecting this jewel of the Oregon Coast as we embark on yet another acquisition effort
this month. We will be patient, we will persevere, and we will prevail.

Crossing Paths with Roosevelt Elk

O

f all the creatures that inhabit NCLC’s conserved
lands, Roosevelt elk are probably the easiest to spot,
due to their sheer size and number. A herd of more than
30 frequents Neacoxie Forest, there are 60 or 70 at Reed
Ranch, and as many as 100 elk work the land around Circle
Creek. They’ve been here for a long time. Elk bones have
been found in prehistoric coastal Indian middens. Lewis
and Clark, those meticulous journal-keepers, killed and
ate 146 elk during their four-month stay on the North
Coast. Back then, Oregon’s supply of elk seemed to be
endless. But a century later, all that was left were a
few scattered herds in the Coast Range and northeastern
Oregon, thanks to settlers hunting for their own
subsistence and market hunters supplying elk meat to
nearby forts and buyers across the country. Elk were so
decimated by 1899 that hunting them was outlawed in
Oregon. Not until 1938—after introduction of elk from
Wyoming to Oregon—was elk hunting reopened in the
Coast Range.

Roosevelt elk continue to use their familiar path across Highway 101
at a busy intersection in Warrenton.

Almost all the research that’s been done on Cervus elaphus has been done in the name of wildlife management for hunters.
But what do we know about elks’ role in the coastal ecosystem? Surprisingly little. Certain friends of NCLC—denizens of
Clatsop Plains—have noted a higher incidence of early blue violets along elk trails there. Is it possible that the violets—an
essential food for larvae of the threatened Oregon silverspot butterfly—germinate only after the plants’ seeds have passed
through the digestive tract of an elk, the way other plants’ seed must pass through birds’ guts before they sprout? Maybe,
but lacking research, it’s just a guess. We know beavers’ presence in streams is beneficial to salmon, and we know that elk
foraging on creek headwaters can impact beaver habitat. What do we know about all the interrelationships among beavers,
salmon and elk on the coastal plain? Not enough.
Elk are big animals with big appetites, as coastal gardeners know. The old management model was to herd elk into a
big pasture and feed them hay to keep them out of farmers’ fields. Today’s ecosystems model leans toward identifying elks’
preferred corridors—they’re creatures of habit, following the same trails decade after decade, even after asphalt covers
portions of them—and making allowances for them along those routes: conserving open land where possible, and
encouraging other landowners to more graciously accommodate elk by allowing them to pass through (and not planting
exotic plants they can’t bear to see nipped).
The bottom-line with elk, says NCLC founder Neal Maine, is, how can we continue to build our capacity to live side-byside with this animal that is so integral to the North Coast ecosystem? We can have gardens and highways and elk if we can
just learn to share with this good-looking local resident with the long coastal pedigree.
As Neal puts it, “They’re not the enemy.”

Stewardship Statistics

What does it take to create beaver habitat on
10 acres at Stanley Marsh?
600 willow cuttings
300 bare-root alders
2,000 feet of fencing
300 fence posts
4 fence post pounders
1,000 cable ties
1 Hotshot Youth Corps crew
60 volunteers
8 pocket knives
6 rebar willow planters
20 shovels

Volunteers prep willow whips for planting at Stanely Marsh in January, 2011

Lots of sunshine and good company!
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Join us on the Land!

Plant a Tree
for Earth Day!

April-September 2011

Visit www.nclctrust.org or call (503) 738-9126
for more information, locations and directions.

Gateway to Discovery Programs

Program times vary; please check the NCLC website for information.

July 9 Mill Ponds Adventure Day
Grab your rubber boots and join us by the Mill Ponds in Seaside for a
morning of exploration and adventure! We’ll use nets and buckets to
find out more about the abundant life in this beautiful coastal pond.
This is a great program for kids of all ages!
August 20 Ride the Coastal Edge
Join NCLC and the Lower Nehalem Community Trust as we ride round
trip from Garibaldi to Wheeler and back on a steam locomotive through
some of the most beautiful intact coastal marshes on Oregon’s North
Coast. $40 per person includes catered box dinner. We will
begin accepting reservations in June. See our website for more
information.
September 24 National Estuaries Day
Explore the wonders of the Necanicum Estuary with us as NCLC
celebrates National Estuaries Day! Join us for field programs around the
estuary, hands-on activities for kids of all ages, and our mid-day
NCLC BBQ.

Saturday Morning Stewardship
All programs are 9:00 a.m. to noon unless otherwise indicated.

May 21 Broom Busting on the Clatsop Plains
It’s BROOM BUSTER week! The North Coast Land Conservancy will be
eradicating invasive Scotch broom all over the North Coast that week,
with the finale taking place at Surf Pines north of Gearhart. Come out
for a morning of broom bustin’ mania!
June 25 Invasive plant removal at Onion Peak
The Nature Conservancy and North Coast Land Conservancy are
teaming up to protect rare alpine communities on Onion Peak.
Wander along old logging roads removing invasive plants while
enjoying spectacular views of the Oregon coastline.
This work party is limited to 20 people for safety concerns,
so please sign up soon by calling Celeste at (503) 738-9126.
July 23 Tansy ragwort removal at Circle Creek
Tansy ragwort is an invasive, toxic biennial weed from Europe most
often found in pastures and along roads and trails. During the summer
when its yellow flowers are blooming, tansy ragwort is an easy target.
Please join us for a morning of tansy annihilation at the Circle Creek
Conservation Center south of Seaside.
August 27

		

Purple loosestrife removal at the
Twilight Eagle Sanctuary

Want to spend the morning wandering through a tidal marsh picking
flowers while bald eagles soar over your head? Notorious for being one
of the most beautiful invasive plants along the North Coast, purple
loosestrife aggressively outcompetes and replaces native plants that
provide a higher quality food for wildlife. Help us enhance wildlife
habitat along the Columbia River!

Saturday, April 23
The Forest Remembers
9:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m.

J

oin us in the morning before the Earth Day
tree-planting begins for our second
annual “The Forest Remembers” celebration in
the Circle Creek Memorial Grove. Each year we
gather together and read aloud the names of all
those who have had donations made to NCLC in
their memory. In speaking these names aloud,
we remind ourselves of the special contribution
each individual has made to conservation of the
Oregon Coast.

Plant a Rainforest Legacy!
10:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m.

G

ive something back to the planet this Earth
Day 2011! Bring your friends and family and
join North Coast Land Conservancy at our Circle
Creek Conservation Center to leave a lasting
legacy for future generations.
With the help of community volunteers, the open
pasture at Circle Creek is slowly turning back
into the biodiverse rainforest that was here prior
to settlement. Come plant a tree to celebrate
this Earth Day, and contribute to the rebirth of a
rainforest on this beautiful conserved land.
For directions to Circle Creek please visit
www.nclctrust.org or call (503) 738-9126.

