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Celebrating 25 Years of Connecting the North Oregon Coast!

Interns discover diversity 
on the Clatsop Plains
This past summer NCLC welcomed two interns to our staff 

to conduct plant community transects in the Neacoxie 
Wildlife Corridor and Necanicum Estuary.  We couldn’t have 
asked for a better stewardship team than Markus Virta and 
Regina Southworth! The internships were funded by a grant 
awarded by the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board to 
NCLC, the Necanicum Watershed Council, and the North 
Coast Watershed Association with the intent of gaining a 
deeper understanding of the current conditions of the 
wetlands, lakes, streams, and upland habitat to develop 
strategies for prioritizing stewardship actions on the land. 
By working with private landowners, agencies, 
municipalities, and other local land managers throughout this 
entire process, we will wind up with a regional stewardship 
plan where any landowner or land manager can find his or 
her place. Here, meanwhile, are our interns, sharing a taste of 
their summer experience.
 
“It’s easy to feel a tinge of negativity when you are waist deep in a swamp facing unending swarms of mosquitoes or when 
you are pinned to the ground by thick canes of blackberry. Over the past several weeks this has been my reality, yet I have 
found myself grinning in those most frustrating moments, overwhelmed with a feeling of humility. Cont. pg 3

Monthy Giving Update
Did you attempt to sign up for our
new monthly giving program this
summer, only to be thwarted by our
website’s donate button not working
properly?  We regret any frustration
you encountered, and can only 
encourage you to give it another try, 
as needed repairs have been made.

You can also set up a private 
monthly giving program through 
your own bank.  Call Teresa or Katie
at 503 738-9126 or send email to 
nclc@nclctrust.org to find out more
about this great way to support the 
work of NCLC.

An unusual project took place 
in the pasture at NCLC’s 364-

acre Circle Creek habitat reserve  
this summer.  With the help of an 
OWEB small grant through the 
Necanicum Watershed Council, 
large woody debris donated by 
The Campbell Group was 
carefully placed throughout 
the flood plain in the pasture at 
NCLC’s Circle Creek property.  

Wonder why? 

Read the full story (and many 
others) on NCLC’s blog at 
www.nclctrust.org.  Look for the 
story link under the heading Blog.

Large Wood Placement...in the pasture?

NCLC Summer interns Markus Virta and Regina Southworth inventory
plant life at NCLC’s  39-acre Wild Ace Lake habitat reserve  in Warrenton.
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It is with great regret that North Coast Land Conservancy’s board of directors recently 
accepted the resignation of board member Ken Ulbricht. Ken is stepping down to spend 

more time pursuing his many projects.  Ken served on NCLC’s board for eight years, spending 
five of them as president.  Those years saw NCLC take great strides forward in developing our 
organizational structure, adopting standards and practices recommended by the Land Trust 
Alliance and growing our staff support from one part time employee to four full time staff 
members.  Ken’s leadership helped guide NCLC through transitions and developments that 
could easily have derailed us.  Instead we are stronger than ever, celebrating our 25th 
anniversary and working hard on some of the most exciting opportunities for conservation on 
Oregon’s coast that we have ever seen.  I want to take this opportunity to thank Ken for his 
service and for his ongoing support for NCLC.  We all wish him well!

I have enjoyed serving on the Board with Ken for the past six years. I have a beach house in 
Seaside and have been coming with family to the north Oregon coast since the 1950s. My wife 
and I live in the Portland area, where I work part-time as a lawyer. This fall marks the end of 
my first year as Board President, a year marked by transition and growth. One year ago, the one 
person primarily responsible for the founding and success of NCLC, Neal Maine, retired, but 
the board continues to enjoy his on-going support.  I am honored to serve alongside two 
longtime board members and past presidents, Doug Ray and Tom Horning.  Also one year ago, 
Jon Wickersham joined us as Conservation Director, rounding out our full-time staff of four 
highly qualified individuals. Their expertise will be crucial over the next couple of years, as we 
pursue the opportunity to acquire and conserve some unique and very large tracts of land on 
the North Coast.

The board’s and staff’s goal is to continue to fulfill our mission: to work with North Coast 
communities and landowners to conserve and protect land in perpetuity for its ecological and 
cultural values. We proudly and humbly accept that responsibility.  On behalf of the Board, we 
appreciate and wish to thank our phenomenal staff, our volunteers, and all the agencies, local 
communities and other groups we work with. Special thanks go to all of NCLC’s supporters, 
whose generous donations make it possible for our work to continue.

We all share our very special north Oregon coast.  We look forward to continuing a successful 
and exciting relationship with the community and we welcome your participation in achieving 
our mission.

Doug Green
President, NCLC Board of Directors
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From the Board of Directors

Ken Ulbricht and NCLC’s 
Executive Director Katie 
Voelke reminisce about the 
land trust’s acquisition of the 
364-acre Circle Creek habitat 
reserve.   The many challenges 
that NCLC faced in 
completing that project helped 
to build strength and confidence 
for both board members and 
staff.  Ken’s leadership during 
this pivotal time helped give 
NCLC the confidence to take on 
the much larger acquisition 
opportunities that have  
come our way in recent years.
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Few habitats are as biologically rich as estuaries—the places 
where fresh water flowing out of rivers and streams meets 

saltwater flowing in with the tide. Which is why conserving 
estuaries—what we call the “beating hearts” of all major coastal 
watersheds—is one of our top strategic priorities.

Among the critters that share our enthusiasm for estuaries is 
a semi-aquatic mammal whose adaptations to the estuarine 
environment allow it to access this habitat’s particular gifts in 
unique ways. Scurrying along the bank or diving in the bay, the 
river otter is nimble on the shore but even more at home in the 
water.  With its webbed feet and streamlined shape, the otter is 
an excellent swimmer, well insulated against the chill of coastal 
waters and able to use its mouth and dexterous paws to catch and 
consume crabs, sculpin, salmon—whatever is on the menu for 
that season and that change of tide. Its large molars make quick 
work of the catch. And otters are mobile, ranging throughout the 
watershed to capitalize on that moment’s availability of food, from 
crayfish up side creeks to crabs at high tide. Otters are a frequent 
sight in the Necanicum and other estuaries conserved by NCLC.

On a recent photographic “stake-out” of an otter den along the 
Necanicum estuary, NCLC founder Neal Maine got distracted by 
a green heron having an argument with a killdeer. Then another 
bird began shrieking at the heron while, off to one side, some 
nutria were playing on the riverbank. Suddenly an osprey dove 
into the water and came up with a fish in its talons. As Neal watched the osprey rise into the sky, another big bird caught his 
eye: a bald eagle clutching a crab, winging south toward its nest in a Sitka spruce high above Circle Creek. The scene brought 
to mind a story Neal had just heard from a friend, about an otter diving in the estuary and repeatedly bringing up crabs, then 
lining them up on the sand, presumably for a later feast. Neal couldn’t help but wonder if the crab he saw in the eagle’s talons 
hadn’t been stolen from an otter laying out its buffet.

Neal never saw any otters that day. But they were there—in the seen and unseen connections among all the denizens of the 
estuary (even the imported nutria). And the scene drove home the need for wildlife corridors and for connectedness among 
estuary, wetland forest, upland forest—all habitat types conserved by NCLC and cheerfully exploited by this most playful of
estuary dwellers. 

Otters in the Estuary

Cont. from p. 1   This internship has allowed me to explore sites all over the Neacoxie 
Corridor that remain untouched and largely unseen by human eyes. These sites, although 
remote in their own right, are often just steps away from main roads and developments.

“In my time working with NCLC I have found myself among some of the most passionate, 
intelligent, and charismatic people I have yet to meet. From my orientation to my closing 
weeks here, I have been met with the most genuine warmth by all staff, board members, 
and volunteers. It has been a sincere privilege for me to have worked with this organization 
all summer and I look forward to volunteering with them in the future and seeing the many 
ways that NCLC will protect such vital ecosystems in the coming years.”
—Markus Virta

“My crewmate and I have romped through crazy terrain this summer: webs of willows; 
thickets of spiky crabapple and blackberry; muddy, sinking swamps; rolling prairie; and 
bouncy floating mats of plants. I can always count on him to blaze the trail through the 
hard spots. He carries a white pole to mark his place, which he uses like a sword to destroy 
invasive plants in his way. I carry the “shield”—a clipboard—which is very handy but 
frequently helps me lose my balance and fall off of logs into the mud. 

“I am very grateful for our supervisor, Celeste Coulter. She is like a walking plant 
encyclopedia. I have learned so many new plants this summer! Each plant is exciting in its 
own special way. If you pull apart dogwood leaves, they have little white strands in them. 
You can see tiny white holes in the leaves of St. Johnswort if you hold them up to the light. 
Ninebark leaves have almost microscopic star shaped hairs on the bottom. I know that all 
this plant knowledge will help me as a botanist and a plant lover in the future. Many thanks 
to the North Coast Land Conservancy for an awesome summer!”
—Regina Southworth

Stewardship Director Celeste Coulter
leads the way at Wild Ace Lake. 3

A river otter enjoys a meal of fresh  Dungeness crab near NCLC’s 
80-acre Thompson Creek-Stanley Marsh habitat reserve in the 

Necanicum Estuary.



Connect to the Coast   
NCLC programs September  2011-April 2012

Listening to the Land 
Third Wednesday of the month

6-8 p.m.  Seaside Public Library Community Room
1131 Broadway, Seaside

Saturday Morning Stewardship
All programs are 9:00 a.m. to noon unless otherwise 

indicated.  Contact Celeste Coulter at (503) 738-9126 
or celestec@nclctrust.org for location directions.

Visit www.nclctrust.org or call (503) 738-9126  for more information, locations and directions.

Autumn on the Estuary    September 24 2011     10:00 am- 1pm
Autumn is beautiful on the Necanicum Estuary!  Join us as we explore this extraordinary spot on both land and water. We’ll 
gather at NCLC’s Neawanna Point property at 10:00am for coffee and treats.  A nature walk follows, led by local geologist and 
NCLC Board member Tom Horning. Or, head off to the Broadway Park launch in Seaside for a canoe trip up the Neawanna led by 
NCLC board member Doug Ray.  NCLC canoe space is limited, so call 503 738-9126 to reserve your spot.  You can also bring your 
own kayak or canoe and join the trip. The canoe trip leaves around 10:30 am.  Visit www.nclctrust.org for more information.

Join us at our Reed Ranch habitat reserve on the Clatsop 
Plains and experience the “open, wavering prairie” that 
William Clark described in his journals. The prairie–part of 
the vibrant Neacoxie Wildlife Corridor–is home to many 
native species, and today we invite you to help create 
migratory bird habitat by replacing grassy interdunal 
swales with dense shrub thickets.

October 22   Native wetland restoration Part 1

November  19 Beaver habitat  project Part 2

March 24   Native wetland restoration  Part 2

 January 28   Circle Creek habitat restoration

February 25  Beaver habitat project  Part 3

Calling all Beaver Believers! Return for more fun by helping us 
plant even more willows to provide food and shelter for 
beavers at Stanley Marsh. There have been some exciting 
changes over the summer so please come see what’s new! 
Before we stop for the day we’ll take time to walk along 
Thompson Creek to view spawning coho salmon!

Take part in coho salmon recovery efforts by planting trees in 
the Necanicum River floodplain on our Circle Creek habitat 
reserve. On the way to the planting site we’ll explore the Sitka 
spruce swamp to gain a better understanding of the land trust’s 
stewardship goals for this property. Join us by planting your 
own legacy at Circle Creek.

Hey Beaver Believers – it’s time for more planting! This is 
your chance to work along side the beavers and their dams. 
We’ll focus on Thompson Creek to plant hundreds of willow 
to ensure that the beaver dams remain in place by providing 
enough material for food and dam building. Come spend the 
morning helping nature’s best engineers do their work!

Please join us as we continue to create migratory bird habitat at 
Reed Ranch. With fences in place and plantings started, we’ll 
build off our efforts from last October to plant the remainder of 
the scrub-shrub habitat. Birders beware – you’ll be sure to find 
many distractions here such as American Bitterns, Rufous 
Hummingbirds, Black Phoebes, White-Fronted Geese, and if 
we’re lucky, Whimbrels!

October 19 Savoring Mushroom Season
Fort Stevens Park Ranger Dane Osis has taught 
people about wild mushrooms for over six years. His
popular programs cover wild mushroom identification,
regulations that mushroom hunters need to know, and the 
many uses for wild mushrooms.  Come learn more about 
this abundant treasure of our coastal forests.

November 16  Marine Mammal Stranding

January 18  Swalalahos: Where Rarity is Common

February 15  Shifting Sands: A Landscape Evolves 

Save the Date!   NCLC celebrates Earth Day at Circle Creek    Saturday April 21, 2012  

March 21  Nature’s Trails  

April 18  RiverWebs
A film about life, death, science and streams

A combination of geology, climate and isolation along the 
North Oregon Coast evolved into a unique refuge for plant 
and animal species, some of which are found nowhere else on 
Earth.  Local ecologist Mike Patterson shares with us stories 
and images of the plants and creatures that inhabit the rare 
ecosystem known as the Swalalahos Floristic Province- 
your north coast back yard.

This 1-hour documentary chronicles the inspiring life and work
of pioneering Japanese ecologist Dr. Shigeru Nakano. A leader 
in the international effort to understand river ecosystems, 
Dr. Nakano’s untimely death  revealed the deep impact that his 
creativity and curiousity had on the community of students and 
collegues around him.  An inspiring and beautiful film.

Wildlife trails have fascinated North Coast naturalist 
Neal Maine for decades. Join him for a photographic tour
exploring the many connections that wild creatures makes in 
the landscape, and the lasting patterns those trails reveal.

Why do whales, seals and other marine mammals strand 
themselves on beaches?  Scientists are still trying to 
understand the phenomena. The staff at the Seaside Aquarium 
have been assisting in that effort on North Coast beaches since 
the 1980s, helping to ensure the welfare of stranded animals 
and educating the public on this unusual occurrence.

Local geologist Tom Horning has been collecting historical 
aerial photographs of the Necanicum Estuary and the Clatsop 
Plains dating back to the 1930s, studying both natural and 
man-made changes to the landscape over many decades.  
Gain a whole new perspective on this familiar region.


