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After more than a decade of discussion, formal planning has begun toward 
development of a Necanicum Natural History Park in and around Seaside. 
NCLC is working closely with the City of Seaside and other community 

groups toward a vision and plan for an experiential park without borders. That is, 
the natural history park won’t be a single site but will incorporate publically and 
privately owned lands throughout the Necanicum Estuary. This experience will 
include access points for “discovery” with such enhancements as walking paths, 
interpretive sites, and viewpoints. The conservancy is a key player in planning for 
the park, with more than 600 acres ofNecanicum River and Neawanna Creek 
wetlands already owned or conserved by NCLC.

The City of Seaside has engaged the design firm of Jones & Jones to create a 
plan for the park that will incorporate natural features of the watershed, historic 
changes in the landscape, and elements of culture woven into the environment. 
Jones & Jones got it just right when they said, “Seaside is a city within a natural 
history park.”  A project already under way at NCLC will contribute context and 
valuable background information for the park as well as provide solid scientific 
data to guide future conservation efforts. Wetland scientist Laura Brophy of Green 
Point Consulting is completing a conservation analysis of the tidally influenced 
lands and waterways in the Necanicum Estuary. Her work is  funded by grants 
from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board and the Salmon Habitat Fund.

A communitywide open house was held March 11 in Seaside to solicit ideas for 
the Natural History Park and to receive feedback about the proposed plans in place. 
The next steps are being enthusiastically laid out by the parks committee in order 
to keep the momentum going.

Natural History on Oregon’s North Coast
Seaside takes  a new look at the Necanicum Estuary

Are You a Beaver Believer?
Adapted from an essay by Celeste Coulter, NCLC Stewardship Director

Before Seaside became a coastal settlement, Thompson Creek used to 
flow down through the canyons of the Coast Range, meandering out 
into the flat, coastal terrace of the estuary. Today the floodplain is 

filled with reed canary grass (an invasive introduced species) and resembles 
a vacant lot. North Coast Land Conservancy, which owns an 80-acre parcel 
on either side of the creek, is hoping to change that, which is why, late one 
morning in early February, I visited the site with NCLC board member 
Doug Ray of Carex Consulting and Alan Moore from Trout Unlimited.

One of the largest beaver dams at the site measures 100 feet in length. 
Because of these dams, native plants are beginning to thrive and non-native 
plants are decreasing in abundance. While we walked, Doug and I shared 
with Alan what we learned at a recent conference on beaver ecology. 
Beavers are able to restore wetlands and juvenile fish habitat in a way that 
far exceeds any human-engineered project—and at a fraction of the cost. 
We had planned to install wooden structures here to entice beavers to 
colonize the lower meadow and thereby restore the Thompson Creek 
floodplain, but to our surprise, the beavers beat us to it. Standing on the 
edge of the ditch, we viewed signs of beaver activity: carefully stripped 
stems of blackberry and Scotch broom, fallen red alder saplings, and        
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Gateway to Discovery Programs 4th Saturday Volunteer Days 

A Season of Discovery & Stewardship on Oregon’s Coast
    Spring-Summer 2010

For more information and location directions, please visit our web site at www.nclctrust.org

April 24  Earth Day at Circle Creek
 Five years ago NCLC began creating forest habitat throughout the pasture along  Circle Creek, and we are still going strong 8,000 

trees later. Please join us as we celebrate Earth Day at our Circle Creek Conservation Center! We’ll have morning field programs 
exploring this great property, a mid-day BBQ, an afternoon of tree planting in the Necanicum River floodplain, displays in the barn, 

fun activities for kids and more.  For a schedule of the day’s events, please visit our web site: www.nclctrust.org
10 am-3 pm Circle Creek Conservation Center

May 22  The Beavers at Thompson Creek
With Katie Voelke
Come learn how the industrious beavers at Thompson Creek in 
Seaside are  restoring an entire ecosystem, one dam at a time.
10 am-12 pm     Thompson Creek, Seaside

June 12  Into The Woods
With Neal Maine 
Explore the wonders of an ancient riparian forest. Walk across car-
pets of false lily as Neal shows us some of the secrets of this forest 
system, including many of the most unusual trees to be
found anywhere on the North Coast.  
10am-12pm    Neacoxie Forest, Gearhart

July 24  Pollinators At Work 
With Celeste Coulter
Discover the mighty role that  tiny pollinators play in the life cycle 
of plants and wildlife on the Clastsop Plains. We’ll be looking at
native plants and wildflowers, and the pollinators that help them
to survive and thrive.
10am-12pm  Meet at Surf Pines Gatehouse

July 12  Mill Ponds Adventure!
With Mike Patterson, Lee Cain & NCLC staff
Grab your rubber boots and join us by the pond as we use dip 
nets, buckets and magnifying glasses to explore the web of life in a 
coastal pond.  Great for kids of all ages!
10am-12pm   Seaside Mill Ponds

August 7  Riding the Coastal Edge
Featured Presenter: Stewart Schwartz
Join NCLC and the Lower Nehalem Community Trust
as we ride round trip from Garibaldi to Wheeler and back on a 
steam locomotive through some of the most beautiful intact coastal 
marshes on Oregon’s North Coast. Natuaralist and 
author Stewart Schwartz will speak as we stop along the 
Nehalem Bay.  $40 per person includes catered box dinner.  
We will begin accepting reservations in June. See our web site 
for more information. 
4pm-8pm   Meet at Garibaldi Train Depot

September 25  National Estuaries Day
NCLC’s 5th annual celebration of National Estuaries Day at the Necanicum Estuary promises to be better than ever! Join us for a 
variety of  field programs around the estuary, hands-on activities for kids of all ages, and our mid-day NCLC BBQ.  In the afternoon, our 
4th Saturday Volunteer program will build on the years of hard work and planting that have already taken place at this property as 
we remove Scotch broom and other invasives from around the growing native plants becoming established there. 

10am-3pm   Neawanna Point, Seaside
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May 22          Scotch Broom Removal 
                               at Thompson Creek
It’s BROOM BUSTER week! The North Coast Land Conservancy 
will be bustin’ out the broom all over the North Coast that week, 
with the finale taking place at Thompson Creek in Seaside. 
9 am-12 noon Call/Check website for where to meet

June 26   Ivy Removal on the Skipanon
Get ready for some serious old-growth English ivy removal in 
Warrenton near the high school. English ivy is a vigorous 
growing vine that impacts forested areas, growing both as a 
ground cover and a climbing vine. As the ivy climbs in search of 
increased light, it can engulf and topple trees. We’ll need all the 
help we can get!
9 am-12 noon Meet at Warrenton High School

July 24      Tansy Ragwort Removal 
                           at Neacoxie Estates
Tansy ragwort is an invasive, toxic biennial weed from Europe 
most often found in pastures and along roads and trails. During the 
summer when its yellow flowers are blooming, tansy ragwort is an 
easy target. Please join us for a stimulating morning of tansy 
annihilation in the Surf Pines neighborhood north of Gearhart.
9 am-12 noon Call/Check website for where to meet

August 28   Purple Loosestrife Removal at 
                     the Twilight Eagle Sanctuary
Want to spend the morning wandering through a tidal marsh 
picking flowers while bald eagles soar over your head? One of the 
most beautiful yet notorious invasive plants along the North Coast, 
purple loosestrife aggressively outcompetes and replaces native 
grasses, sedges, and other flowering plants that provide a higher 
quality food for wildlife. Help us enhance wildlife habitat along 
the Columbia River!
9 am-12 noon Call/Check website for where to meet

For the 4th Saturday Volunteer programs:
Bring gloves, sturdy boots, rain gear, lunch, and water. 

We will not have access to public restrooms.

A formerly injured beaver, rehabilitated by the Wildlife Center of 
the North Coast, is released on NCLC land in March of 2010.  

NCLC Executive Director Katie Voelke and Seaside Parks 
Committee member Nancy Holmes review some of the proposed 

ideas for NCLC’s  18.6  acre Neawanna Point property.
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The Forest Remembers
A tradition begins for North Coast Land Conservancy

Every gift to North Coast Land Conservancy contributes to 
a legacy, one we can see and touch on a visit to any of our 
conserved lands, in perpetuity. This spring NCLC is

inaugurating an annual ceremony on behalf of  those who have 
made contributions to the conservancy in memory of a loved one. 
We will gather in a special grove of  90-year-old Sitka spruce 
trees above Circle Creek and read aloud the names of those who 
have been honored with memorial gifts to the trust in the past 
year. This year—the first year for this ceremony—we will read 
the names of all those honored through Earth Day 2009.
 
This ceremony will be held on Saturday, April 24, at 9:30 am, 
prior to NCLC’s Earth Day festivities that day. All are welcome: 
those who have made memorial gifts, friends and loved ones of 
those being honored, and anyone else who wishes to honor with 
their presence those people we will remember this day. 

These generous gifts help to ensure that the legacy we are leaving 
for future generations will include a vibrant and healthy coastal 
ecosystem where all those living here can thrive.

continued from pg. 1     of course beaver dams. At Thompson Falls, beavers use what is available,  and 
because blackberry is the most common woody shrub, beavers are making good use of its canes. 
The dams are packed with mud, blackberry, Scotch broom, and what little red alder and willow the 
beavers can find. 

Our excitement grew as we found two more dams, but we were sobered by the abundance of 
non-native plants. Unless there is enough food for the beavers to eat, they won’t stick around and 
reproduce, which means they won’t restore the floodplain back to a wetland meadow. To make 
this project work, we’ll need to plant a lot of willow—in fact, thousands of willows if we’re 
going to keep a colony of beavers happy. That’s where Alan can help. Trout Unlimited adopted 
Thompson Creek as a project site a few years ago when they discovered the abundance of Coho 
salmon that spawn in the upper reaches of the creek every year. Since then, our partnership with 
Trout Unlimited has brought volunteers from the Tualatin Chapter out to the coast to remove 
blackberry and Scotch broom and to plant native plants. Without their support, much of the work 
that has been accomplished at Thompson Creek would not have been possible.

A herd of elk, flushed out of a nearby dune ridge, interrupted our conversation. They reminded us 
that our habitat development plans will help not only beavers and Coho but other wildlife such as 
elk, which will thrive in the native shrub-scrub habitat and in the open meadow habitats we will 
be establishing. Our conversation turned to the future of this floodplain. With help from the beavers, 
native plant communities are becoming intertwined with slow winding channels intercepted by 
beaver lodges and willow thickets, providing a place where people and wildlife alike can thrive. 
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Gateway to Discovery
Connecting people with the coast

Have you ever been curious about how wildflowers are
pollinated? Or about what an old-growth crabapple 

forest looks like?  Have you seen an example of why beavers are 
considered to be quite possibly the  greatest engineers on the planet?  

This summer, North Coast Land Conservancy wants to connect 
you with the landscape of Oregon’s North Coast in a whole new 
way. From Sitka spruce swamps to beaver dams, from the 
Neacoxie Wildlife Corridor to the salt marshes along Nehalem 
Bay, let us show you some of our favorite places and introduce 
you to the some of the amazing plants and wildlife that call this 
beautiful part of the the coast home.  

Gateway to Discovery  is a series of outdoor programs running at 
least once a month from April through September. We look forward 
to sharing the secret places we love with you—come join us!
 
All programs are free and no reservations are necessary except where 
indicated. Please visit our web site: www.nclctrust.org for more 
information  or e-mail our Development Director,Teresa Retzlaff, 
at teresar@nclctrust.org

4th Saturday Volunteers
A legacy of stewardship and action

Every fourth Saturday of the month, the North Coast Land 
Conservancy hosts a volunteer effort to accomplish work on one 

of our properties. Activities include planting trees and shrubs and 
removing invasive plant species. The NCLC Stewardship Program 
depends on these large work parties to advance the stewardship 
goals of each of our properties. 

If you are interested in visiting some of the unique habitats found on 
the North Coast and want to learn more about the natural history of 
our region, please join us for a few hours of hard work and good fun. 
Volunteer work parties begin at 9 a.m. and end at noon. 

For more information or directions to the work site, please call 
Celeste Coulter at 503-738-9126 or e-mail celestec@nclctrust.org.

Join Us on the Land!
At NCLC, we understand that one of the best ways to tell the 

story of the North Coast bioregion is to let the land do the 
talking for us.  This spring and summer, our outdoor programs—
Gateway to Discovery, and 4th Saturday Volunteers—will get 
you out onto the lands that your support has helped to conserve 
and protect.  Go for a hike, plant some trees, pull some Scotch 
broom or grab a dip net and fish around for critters in a pond,
and get to know the Coast in a whole new way.  

See the back page of this newsletter for a complete schedule of this 
season’s activities.  For more information about any of our programs, 
please visit our web site at:  www.nclctrust.org.    See you outside!
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Noses lined up like geese in flight, a little forward, standing taller now, and they’re off! 
I wonder what it is that has gotten the elk wary this morning as I look out the office window, but 

I wonder no longer as the coyote trots its way across the meadow, between the two herds and out to 
the creek edge.  This coyote strategically visits each spruce tree that NCLC has planted along the creek, 
hunting the thatch and tall grass tufts that accumulate at their base and make excellent cover for voles 
and other small mammals.  Alas, after many unsuccessful leaps and pounces the coyote moves on but 
will no doubt be back to hunt another day.  

And alas, I must get cracking on the day’s work.  I am truly fortunate to have these experiences 
throughout the course of my working days, and I know they are possible because people have made 
great effort to support land conservation and NCLC. It is with great pleasure that I invite all of you
to share moments like these with us on the land, experiencing the wonders of Oregon’s coast and of 
NCLC’s hidden habitats as a part of our “Gateway to Discovery” spring and summer 
field programs.  See you outside!   

Read Celeste’s full essay on our web site, www.nclctrust.org

Food for 
Thought:

A recent study published 
in the North American 

Journal of Fisheries 
Management looking at the 
importance of beaver ponds 
to Coho salmon production 

found that in the same 
volume of water, an average 
of 1,405 Coho smolts were 

living in a beaver-made 
pond, compared to 14 Coho 

smolts living in a human 
restored pond engineered 

with large wood.  
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This impressive beaver dam, constructed by some of the North Coast’s most
experienced local engineers, can be seen on our 80 acre Thompson Creek property

Gateway to Discovery programs take you to 
some of NCLC’s favorite places on Oregon’s Coast.


