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By the time Seaside High graduate Austin Tomlinson had 
heard of the Oregon silverspot butterfly, it was already 
federally listed as a threatened species. This past summer 

Austin, currently a soil science student at Humboldt State 
University, teamed up with local soil scientist Art Limbird, a 
professor emeritus of physical geography, to conduct a study 
of soils at Clatsop Plains, including a patch of remnant coastal 
prairie, and at four other areas under conservation by the land 
trust that have potential for providing the habitat necessary for 
the silverspot butterfly. The soil study is part of the on-going 
effort to increase butterfly habitat on  the North Coast. 

Digging for information
 Scientists survey Clatsop Plains soil

Connections on the coastal edge
New acquisitions preserve land along
Neacoxie-Necanicum wildlife corridor

Two recent land acquisitions in the Necanicum River watershed—
one more than 15 years in the making, the other the result of a 

decade of conversations with a succession of three landowners—are 
moving NCLC closer to its goal of preserving habitat not just at the 
coastal edge but all the way to the ridgetops. And with their 
connectivity to other lands already under conservation, the value 
of each property is far greater than the sum of its parts.  

The Shangri-La parcel is the last large acquisition planned in the aquatic 
landscape of the Necanicum Estuary. This undeveloped 70-acre tract of 
emergent wetland is at the south end of Seaside, next to the Mill Ponds 
preserve, and includes the mouth of Shangri-La Creek, a tributary of 
Neawanna Creek.  More than 150 species of birds, including more than 
120 types of migrating neotropical songbirds, have been spotted in the 
shrubs and scattered trees of the Shangri-La wetlands. “Shangri-La 
Creek is one of the top coho salmon spawning creeks in the entire 
Necanicum system, providing spawning beds and rearing ponds for 
juvenile salmon,” says outgoing Conservation Director Neal Maine.

Purchase of the 30-acre Necanicum Forest  spreads the land trust’s 
impact on the watershed several miles upstream. This Sitka spruce-
hemlock-alder forest borders the Necanicum River and includes the 
river’s confluence with Klootchy Creek, a trout and salmon spawning 
creek. It’s adjacent to Klootchy Creek County Park; combined, the two 
properties preserve almost two miles of riparian habitat. The land was 
logged about 60 years ago, but plenty of woody debris was left on the 
forest floor, Neal says, “which gave it a jump-start on developing on its 
own ecological trajectory.” Other than a little blackberry and Scotch 
broom around the edges, the understory is all native species. 

Both properties required years of work and plenty of patience on the 
part of land trust staff, but that’s how land conservation works, Neal 
says. “You don’t have to anguish; you just stay the course and keep your 
eyes on the prize.”

The silverspot depends upon the presence of early blue violets 
and other plant species to nurture its larvae and to provide 
nectar to feeding adults.  In turn, those plants depend upon 
the presence of particular soil types. Clatsop Plains soils were 
last surveyed in the 1980s. The survey Austin and Art just did 
for the land trust was more detailed; they dug dozens of 
five-foot-deep holes to examine the layers of soil types and sent 
soil samples to a laboratory for chemical analysis. Their data 
has both confirmed and in some cases challenged conventional 
thinking about what coastal prairie plants need to thrive. 

The project will have long-term benefits for the land trust, 
providing baseline data NCLC can use to make decisions about 
acquisition and stewardship of other properties on the North 
Coast.  Cont’d. on page 2
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A Message from the Executive Director

Soils cont’d. from p.1 
 
It’s also been a win-win for Austin and Art. 
Austin got to spend the summer in his 
hometown, doing an internship in his field 
while getting acquainted with the local land 
trust. “It’s really motivating to be able to work 
in my backyard and help my community,” Austin 
said. And he got to work with a physical 
geographer who spent nearly 30 years teaching 
soil science at the University of Calgary before 
retiring to Warrenton in 2004—a scientist 
who’s enjoying being back in the field with a 
student and putting his knowledge to use. 
“Dunes are a complex environment,” Art says. 
“It’s an interesting puzzle to try to sort it all out.”

“Once you know the soil, you know the site, 
you know the plants,” Austin says. The data he 
and Art have collected will be shared with state 
and federal agencies and others involved with 
the Oregon silverspot butterfly recovery plan. 
Austin’s internship was funded with help from 
a grant from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

NCLC hires new 
Conservation Director
North Coast native joins staff

North Coast Land Conservancy is pleased to 
annouce the appointment of Jon Wickersham to 

the position of Conservation Director.  Jon was born 
in Sitka, Alaska.  He spent most of his childhood in 
Seaside, Oregon, and studied public planning at the 
University of Oregon.   In recent years he has been 
based in a small rural community in Montana 
working for the county planning program and 
running their open space bonds program.  

Jon worked directly with land trusts in that region 
to facilitate relationships with landowners, draft 
and review easements, approve appraisals, and put 
together conservation priorities using GIS 
mapping tools.  
 
“Jon brings new skills to the NCLC team, and I am 
looking forward to the planning perspective he 
will bring to our program,” says NCLC Executive 
Director Katie Voelke.  Please join us in welcoming 
Jon back to the North Coast!

NCLC Numbers: Stewardship

Number of acres of NCLC-conserved 
land cleared of Scotch broom during the 
2010 growing season:  70

Number of volunteer hours it took: 60

Number of people: 42

Number of gloves used: 84

Number of loppers: 20

Number of hand saws: 5

Number of chain saws: 8

A few weeks ago my nearly two-year-old son, August, and I went for one of our regular Thursday 
outings at Circle Creek, the 364-acre wildlife refuge surrounding the land trust headquarters. 

These days it’s a treat for me to get out from behind the computer screen and onto the land, to see 
it and hear it and smell it (nothing smells quite like the black mud of a forested swamp). As we 
walked along the creek, a juvenile red-legged frog popped out of the water—August’s first glimpse 
of a real frog. He was astonished. He’s seen frogs in books, but until he saw that frog in the creek, I 
don’t think he really knew what one was. He’s been talking about it ever since: “Little froggy. Jump! 
Creek!” As a child, I too had moments like that: time in the natural world that just felt right, and real. 
I attribute my passion for this amazing Oregon Coast to those moments. “Our common ground is 
the ground itself,” as my mentor and predecessor Neal Maine says. My son’s happiness at seeing his 
first frog reminded me that I am sharing common ground not just with this generation, but the next.  
Stewardship of land into perpetuity is an incredible opportunity with unknown challenges. 
As NCLC moves into the next generation, I am humbled by what a blessing it is to share this 
common ground with my son and with all of you.   



Nearly 25 years after helping found North Coast Land 
Conservancy, Neal Maine is moving on from his 
position as Conservation Director and is looking

forward to focusing more on his nature photography. Neal 
became the land trust’s first employee when he took on its 
directorship in 2003. He stepped out of that role in 2008 to 
become NCLC’s Conservation Director, helping negotiate
property acquisitions and conservation easements and 
sharing his deep knowledge of the coastal environment with
the public—or as he puts it, “using what I know about 
ecology to guide strategy and land selection for the land trust.”

Neal was born in the Midwest and moved at age seven from 
Nebraska to Oregon with his two siblings and his parents—
refugees from the Dust Bowl who followed a rumor that there 

Planned Giving:  An Oregon Coast legacy

This summer marked the 43rd anniversary of the signing of 
Oregon’s landmark Beach Bill by Governor Tom McCall, 

ensuring public access to all of Oregon’s beaches. At North 
Coast Land Conservancy, we are inspired by Governor McCall and 
the citizens of Oregon who had the courage to make a bold plan for 
the future of the coast.  We are honored to build upon that legacy, 
and we work every day to preserve the land and create connections 
in the coastal landscape, from the summit of the Coast Range to the 
ocean shore, inspired by a vision of the Oregon Coast as a place 
where healthy communities of people, plants and wildlife all thrive.

Planning ahead is the key to achievement of this vision.  We invite 
you to invest in stewardship of the Oregon Coast by including 
NCLC in your estate plans.  Working together, we can keep the 
unique legacy of the Oregon Coast alive for future generations. 

To learn more about NCLC’s Planned Giving program, please visit 
our website at www.nclctrust.org, or contact our Development 
Director Teresa Retzlaff at (503) 738-9126 or teresar@nclctrust.org.
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Land trust bids ‘Happy Transition’ to founder
Just don’t call Neal Maine’s departure ‘retirement’

were jobs to be had in Oregon. They eventually landed in Seaside. 
He attended Linfield College on an athletic scholarship, majoring 
in PE with a minor in science. He started his career teaching PE at 
Broadway Middle School, but after two years was hired to teach 
general science and, a year later, biology at Seaside High. “From then 
on, I got so consumed by it, it’s just unreal,” Neal recalls. His 
passion for education led to regional and national teaching awards 
and appointment to the board of the Annenberg Foundation, for 
whom he volunteered for five years as a member of a panel of 
innovative teachers promoting new approaches to education
nationwide.

Meanwhile Neal and a handful of other citizens founded the North 
Coast Land Conservancy in 1986. In his years with the land trust—
as he says, “providing some leadership, or holding the steering 
wheel”—Neal endeavored to help navigate “changes in the culture 
over time, without losing contact with the audience—citizens, 
farmers, loggers, industry leaders—and staying out of the fray.”  

It’s not just his deep understanding of ecology that has made 
him an iconic figure on the North Coast. It’s also his passion. “The 
larger community is driven by inspiration and passion, before you 
get into the technical aspects of ecology, hydrology, those kinds of 
things. That’s where you meet the larger community audience.” 

Neal says he has no intention of walking away from the land trust. 
He’s awed at the job his successor, Katie Voelke, is doing as 
Director. “I’ll do whatever Katie asks me to do. I have so much 
confidence and respect for her.” And he’s reluctant to call this 
transition “retirement.”

“I’m the wisest I’ve ever been,” as Neal puts it. “I don’t want it to go 
to waste.”



An open letter from Neal Maine 
to the supporters of  NCLC
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Highlights from 25 years of conservation

Just like with children, you can’t ask Neal Maine to pick favorites from 
among the 39 properties that he has helped to conserve in perpetuity 

on Oregon’s coast.  Still, there are special ones that stand out as places he 
returns to again and again for inspiration and reflection.  

Neawanna Point    18.6 acres   Seaside

This iconic salt marsh overlooking the mouth of the Necanicum River 
was acquired in 1997. “In the early days of the land trust, this is where 

I always came to sit and be inspired,” Neal says.  “Now I’m overwhelmed 
with choices of beautiful conserved places to enjoy and photograph–
not a bad problem to have!”

Reed Ranch    106 Acres     Clatsop Plains 

Many people driving along Highway 101 past the weigh station south 
of Warrenton don’t realize that the gorgeous view to the west–

rolling coastal prarie dotted with elk–has been protected by NCLC since 
2008. Placing this key property on the  Neacoxie Wildlife Corridor under 
conservation was an exercise in collaboration.  “A lot of partners came 
together to make this acquisition happen,” Neal observes.

The acquisition of Circle Creek in 2005 was a watershed moment for 
NCLC.  We gained a home for our conservation headquarters and 

took on the challenge of returning hundereds of acres of pasture to 
native forest.  “This was the last time we had only one land deal going at 
a time,” Neal remembers. “Since then it’s been a cascade of opportunity.”

Circle Creek     364 acres     Seaside

After 25 years of formal involvement with the land trust as a 
board member, Board President, Executive Director and, 

finally, Conservation Director, I wanted to extend a personal 
thank-you for your wonderful support over the years. We would 
not have the organization we have today without your faith and 
direct funding of the organization dedicated to the northern 
Oregon Coast and its ecological value to our culture and our 
economy. I especially want to thank the land trust board for their 
support and trust in my role over the years. The good news is that, 
as I step back from the day-to-day workings of the trust, I get to 
join you in supporting the organization in any way I can, most 
of all with securing the critical funding that it takes to support 
NCLC in reaching it mission.

In my other career as a Seaside High School biology teacher for 31 
years, I would often ask students to develop a class project about 
some ecological event in their community and report their findings 
to the class. One memorable presentation day I called on one of my 
sophomores, a less-than-stellar student. So I was surprised when 
Mark stood up and started moving toward the front of the room. 
When he got there, he turned to the class and announced that his 
project was to do an impersonation of a biology teacher. Figuring 
that teacher might be me, I paused for a moment and wondered 
whether I should intervene and stop the show. But I didn’t. As 
he begin to say particular phrases and make repeated movements 
with his hands, the class broke out into roaring laughter, and I 
didn’t know if I should laugh or cry. Soon the whole class was 
rolling in the aisles. All this time I had thought I was a model 
teacher, making perfect presentations. Maybe so, but it was clear 
the students had also noticed some idiosyncrasies that had crept 
into my behavior.

Mark’s impersonation went on for about 10 minutes. After he 
finished and the laughter had started to die down, he put up his 
hand and said, “Okay, you guys, this is serious. Mr. Maine is the 
only person I know who can make beauty where beauty isn’t.” 

I don’t know if I’ve ever had a finer compliment. I think what Mark 
meant was that, by getting him outside to directly experience the 
land, I’d helped him look past the surface of things. And when you 
start to see the bigger picture, you can’t miss the beauty. Or as 
Canadian nature photographer Freeman Patterson puts it, not just 
reading the label on the bottle, but actually tasting the wine.

Mark’s comment captures what I tried to do at the land trust as 
its Board President and Executive Director: Help others see how 
they are connected to the landscape. Be inclusive across the 
culture. Put some basic ecological principles on the ground to 
guide the organization and give it something rock-solid to stand 
on. And make community engagement a fundamental part of the 
organization and it goals. Not be against things; rather, make it 
clear what we stand for, and work toward that.

And now begins the most exciting part of all for me: watching 
the land trust move forward under new leadership. Executive 
Director Katie Voelke and her staff not only have the capacity to 
advance these basic principles of coastal life, but they bring new 
and exciting vision and insight to the land trust. As I move on to 
a never-ending nature photography safari on the Oregon Coast, I 
hope you’ll join me in continuing to support NCLC and 
helping advance its vision. Working together, we can all help 
“make beauty where beauty isn’t.”



Back for a second season, North Coast Land Conservancy is 
once again partnering with the Necanicum Watershed 
Council to present Listening to the Land, a series of evening 

lectures and on-the-ground field and stewardship programs
 highlighting the natural history and biodiversity of Oregon’s 
North Coast.

The evening programs take place from September to April on the 
third Wednesday of each month at 7 pm at the Seaside Public 
Library. (There is no program in December.)

Among the topics we’ll explore this season are the life cycle of 
coastal coho salmon, ecosystem lessons learned from beavers, 
the ethnobotany of coastal native plants, finding biodiversity in 
unexpected places and life along the great bird migratory 
highway. We’re also pleased to include the North Coast premier 
of Carl Vandervoot’s documentary Wetlands, featuring Oregon 
artist Deborah DeWitt.

Listening to the Land field programs and stewardship days will take 
us out onto some of the North Coast’s most beautiful lands during
a dynamic and inspiring time of year.  For more information and 
location directions, please visit our website at www.nclctrust.org.
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In case you’ve ever wondered about the little bird in the NCLC 
logo, it’s the marsh wren (Cistothorus palustris), a bird the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology characterizes as “a common and 

noisy inhabitant of cattail marshes.” To departing NCLC  
Conservation Director Neal Maine, the marsh wren is a perfect 
metaphor for the land trust, and not only because the bird is, as 
he says, “busy, busy, busy!”

Artist Linda Newberry chose to incorporate the marsh wren into 
the logo she designed years ago for the land trust. The bird is a 
year-round inhabitant of wetlands on the Pacific Northwest coast 
(and seasonally abundant throughout much of North America). 
It weaves its nests—softball-sized spheres affixed to reeds, with 
a round entrance on the side—out of last year’s cattail leaves, and 
males often build multiple nests in their bid to attract females. But 
this drab little brown bird is best known for its voice. The reedy, 
gurgling sounds aren’t music to everyone’s ears—John J. Audubon 
compared them to the “grating of a rusty hinge.” But marsh wrens 
employ a huge range of complex vocalizations, particularly the 
males, and particularly the bird’s Western population, whose males 
learn as many as 200 different songs. 

Neal and his photographer-grandson Michael Wing spent much 
of the past spring observing and photographing marsh wrens in 
the wetland on the south side of North Fork Road just east of its 
intersection with Thompson Falls Drive in Seaside. In 2007 a flood 
control retention pond was excavated here. “It was built to meet 
engineering needs, but it has evolved into a fully functioning 
wetland, with all the plants you expect in a wetland,” Neal 
explains. “So it’s manmade, but when you get the forces in place, 
and they interact, they can’t not be wonderfully functional.”

Like many birds, marsh wrens don’t require a pristine wilderness 
setting to thrive. “We can find pathways in cities where you can 
have your cake and eat it too,” says Neal, naming some of the other 
species he’s observed in and around this young urban marsh: “Elk, 
coho salmon, steelhead, white-tailed kites, bald eagles, black-tailed 
deer, Virginia rails, green herons, great blue herons, goldfinches, 
rufous hummingbirds, wood pewees …” And frogs and their 
pollywogs, and smaller organisms—all the way down to the 
diatoms at the bottom of the food chain. “It has all the pieces. 
Keeping that connectivity (to other natural areas) is really what 
makes it work.”

The marsh wren “fits into the system—the marsh—but it’s so 
contextual,” Neal says. “It lives and interacts with all the pieces of 
the system. Like the land trust: It’s not just ‘saving the land,’ it’s 
not a stand-alone conservation entity designed to somehow rescue 
people from themselves, but it works in the context of the 
community, sort of inconspicuously.”

“And busy, busy, busy! Marsh wrens never leave their tasks. It’s all 
eagerness for the next second.”  

A vocal, eager 
community member: 
Meet the marsh wren

Listening to the Land 
Winter lecture series returns to the North Coast



September 25  National Estuaries Day
NCLC’s 5th annual celebration of National Estuaries Day at the Necanicum Estuary promises to be better than ever! Join us for a 
variety of  field programs around the estuary, hands-on activities for kids of all ages, and our mid-day NCLC BBQ.  In the afternoon, our 
4th Saturday volunteer program will build on the years of hard work and planting that have already taken place at this property as 
we remove Scotch broom and other invasives from around the growing native plants becoming established there. 

10am-3pm   Neawanna Point, Seaside

April 23  Earth Day at Circle Creek
Join NCLC as we celebrate Earth Day at our Circle Creek Conservation Center! We start the day with “The Land Remembers” in

the Cathedral Forest, then enjoy field programs exploring this great property, a mid-day BBQ, displays in the barn, fun activities for kids 
and more. In the afternoon, our 4th Saturday Volunteer Stewardship program will lead a tree planting on Circle Creek  in the 

Necanicum River floodplain.  Bring gloves; tools will be provided.  See you outside!
10 am-3 pm Circle Creek Conservation Center, Seaside

4th Saturday Volunteer Days Listening to the Land        

November 17  Foraging on the North Coast
With Carla Cole  Natural Resorce Project Manager, Lewis and Clark 
National Historical Park
Carla is a local food enthusiast with a taste for the native plants that 
have been feeding Oregon Coast residents for thousands of years.  
Join us as she shares stories, tips and information that will inspire 
you to look at coastal  native plants in a whole new and tasty way.

January 19  Beavers 
With Wayne Hoffman,  MidCoast Watersheds Council coordinator
Northwest beaver expert Wayne Hoffman illuminates what makes 
beavers a keystone species in our coastal watersheds, and shares 
with us the latest findings on how healthy coastal ecosystems 
depend upon the survival of this often underappreciated species.

February 16  Along the migratory highway
With Mike Patterson Celata Research Associates
North Coast ecologist and birder Mike Patterson highlights the 
birds that make their way through our North Coast landscape each 
year. Where are they coming from, where are they going, and where 
can you see them while they’re here?  Come find out! 

March 16 Wetlands: A documentary about art & Ecology
Carl Vandervoot & Deborah DeWitt
Join us for a showing of Wetlands featuring Oregon artist 
Deborah DeWitt. The film juxtaposes the artist’s urge to use her 
creativity to explore truths of the natural experience with the voices 
of environmental activists, citizens and restoration workers, all of 
whom address the value of encountering, preserving and enlarging 
the “wild” world.   Q & A with filmaker and artist follows.

April 20  Biodiversity: life in a coastal pond
With Neal Maine and Michael Wing  PacificLight Images
Neal Maine and his grandson Michael have been documenting the 
biodiversity in a seemingly unremarkable coastal drainage swale 
for a full year. They share photographs and stories of their amazing 
discoveries of vibrant life in this small corner of the Oregon coast.

October 23   Circle Creek Native plant restoration

Take part in coho salmon recovery efforts by planting native trees 
and shrubs in the Necanicum River floodplain on NCLC’s Circle
Creek property.  On the way to the planting site we’ll stop and 
take a look at some of the older forest habitat on this 364 acre 
property to gain a better understanding of what our work today 
will someday grow into.

November 20   Thompson Creek invasive plant removal 
           
Join us at one of the most productive Coho salmon streams on the 
North Coast to remove blackberry along the creek banks. As part 
of the day, we will explore a mature Sitka spruce forest to watch 
giant coho salmon spawn in the upper reaches of the creek.

January 22  Beaver habitat enhancement project 

Become a “Beaver Believer” by helping us plant hundreds of 
willows to provide food and shelter for beavers at Stanley Marsh.
We’ll  take time to tour some of the beaver dam complexes that 
have already been established along Thompson Creek and Stanley 
Marsh by nature’s best engineers.  Come help provide the raw 
materials they need to keep up the good work!

February 26 Native wetland restoration project

Join us at NCLC’s Reed Ranch property on the Clatsop Plains 
and experience the “open, wavering prairie” that William Clark 
described in his journals. The prairie–part of the vibrant Neacoxie 
Wildlife Corridor–is home to many native species, and today 
we invite you to help create migratory bird habitat by replacing  
grassy interdunal swales with dense shrub thickets.

March 26  Nehalem Bay Cleanup 

The North Coast Land Conservancy, Lower Nehalem Community 
Trust, Lower Nehalem Watershed Council, Oregon State Parks 
and SOLV are joining forces to spend a day picking up trash 
throughout the wetland marshes of Nehalem Bay. We’ll need 
lots of volunteers to make this effort possible, so please join us 
in the fun!

 A Season of Stories and Stewardship on Oregon’s Coast
    Fall-Winter 2010-2011

All programs are free.  For more information and location directions, please visit our web site at www.nclctrust.org

Programs take place on the third Wednesday of the month from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
at the Seaside Public Library, 1131  Broadway.  There is no Listening to the 
Land program in December. For more information contact Teresa Retzlaff at 
teresar@nclctrust.org.

All work parties take place from 9 am to noon. Contact Celeste Coulter for 
details at 503.739.2355 or celestec@nclctrust.org. Remember to bring gloves, 
sturdy boots, rain gear, lunch, and water. We will not have access to public 
restrooms.

October 20  Salmon Stories: Coastal Coho
With Doug Ray  Carex Consulting
Coastal coho salmon are an iconic species on Oregon’s North Coast.  
Local wetlands consultant Doug Ray shares his passion and 
knowledge about coho–their life cycle, habitat needs and their 
challenges for survival as we celebrate the return of spawning coho 
salmon to the Necanicum watershed.


